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REGIONAL INFORMATION OFFICES 


The U.S. Oepartment of Labor operates through 10 regional offices located {n major 


cities across the country. 


If you want a local angle on a news or feature story provided 


through this service--or have a diPect news inquiry--you may contact one of the offices 


listed below. 


This listing includes the names, addresses and telephone numbers of the 


Regional Directors for Public Affairs and the states in their regions: 


Region Le cecceee ORR A. Cnavez 
1700 


- Recs 
Connecticut JFK Federal Bldg. 
Maine Boston, MA 02203 
Massachusetts 617-555-2072 
Kew Haspshire 
Rhode Island 
Vermont 


Region II........Chester Fultz 

201 Varick Street 

Room 605 A 

New York, NY 10014 
: 


New Jersey 
New York 
Puerto Rico 
Virgin, Islands 


Region III.......Jdohn P. Hord 

Room 14120 

3535 Market Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 
215-596-1139 


Delaware 

District of 
Columbia 

Maryland 

- Pennsylvania 

Virginia 

West Virginia 


Region IV¥...ece0. Dan -Fuqua 


Roos 317 
Alabama 1371 Peachtree St., N.E. 
Florida 


Atlanta, GA 30367 
404-347-4495 


Georgia 
Mississippi 
Werth Carolina 
South Carolina 
Tennessee 
Kentucky 


Region ¥.........Jdohn 0. Mellott 
Room-3192° 

a nois 230 S. Dearborn Street 

ana Chicago, IL 60604 

Hichigan Tz3es- 6976 

Minnesota 

Ohio ¥ : 

Wisconsin 


Region Vin cccccccccccSh@ftte Moran 
Roce 724. 

S55 Griffin St. 

Dallas 


Arkansas 
Louisiana 


T% 785202 
Wi 767-4776 


Region VII......see.-Patrick A. Hand 

Room 2 

Federal Office Bldg. 
911 Walnut St. 

Kansas City, MO 64106 
BT6-374-5481 


lowa 
Kansas ° 
Missouri 
Nebraska 


Region VIII.........-Ernest E. Sanchez 
Room 1468 


Colorado Federal Bidg. 
Montana . 1961 Stout St. 
North Dakota Denver, CO 80294 
South Dakota WOS-544-4235 
Utah 

Wyoming 


Region IX........--..do0e B. Kirkbride 

Suite 1035 
Arizona 71 Stevenson Street 
California San Francisco, CA, 94105 
Hawai { 515-995-5437 
Nevada 


Region X......0++0.. Mike Shisi zu. 


Room 3086. 
Alaska Federal Office Bidg. 
Idaho 909 First Ave. 
Oregon Seattle, WA 98174 
Washington 206-442-7620 





Week Of February 27, 1989 


STATE AND REGIONAL UNEMPLOYMENT 8 


WASHINGTON -- Unemployment rates for 1988 were lower in 45 
states and the District of Columbia than in 1987, according to 
annual average estimates released by the U.S. Department of 
Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics. The national unemployment 
rate for all civilian workers, at 5.5 percent, was seven-tenths 
of a percentage point lower than the 1987 annual average figure 
of 6.2 percent. 


Large jobless rate disparities between regions and 
divisions continued to be evident. For the four Census 
regions, the rates varied from 4.0 percent for the Northeast to 
6.1 percent for the South. Differences were even broader for 
the nine Census divisions, where rates ranged from 3.1 
percent for New England to 7.8 percent for the West South Central 
division. : 


States with unemployment rates lower than the national 
average were concentrated on the East Coast and the central 
plains. Higher-than-average rates continued to be in the states 
heavily engaged in oil, gas, and mineral extraction, as well as 
in the highly industrialized states of the Midwest. (See map.) 


Four states had 1988 unemployment rates over 8 
percent--Alaska, Louisiana, Mississippi, and West Virginia. All 
four, however, had substantially lower rates than in 1987. 
Wyoming experienced the largest decrease with a drop of 2.3 
percentage points, from 8.6 to 6.3 percent. Louisiana, at 10.9 
percent, continued to have the highest jobless rate--and 
was also the only one in double digits--while New Hampshire, at 
2.4 percent, continued to have the lowest. 


Declines in unemployment rates took place in all Census 
regions and divisions. The largest were in the West South 
Central and Mountain divisions, where the rates dropped a full 
percentage point, to 7.8 and 6.2 percent, respectively. Rates 
decreased by nearly this magnitude in the East South Central, 
East North Central, and West North Central divisions. 


All estimates presented .in this release, except those for 
Puerto Rico, were derived from the Current Population Survey, a 
sample survey of about 55,800 households conducted monthly for 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics by the Bureau of the Census. A 
description of the survey and information about the reliability 
of the state estimates appear in Geographic Profile of 
Employment and Unemployment, 1987, Bulletin 2305. 


-more~- 





UNEMPLOYMENT P. 2 


BLACK NEWS DIGEST - 2/27/89 
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(Numbers in theusands) 


Errer range 


Unemployment 
rate 


Unempleyed 


t Employed 


Civilian laber 


Population 


District of Columbia 


Colorade.......seees 
Connmecticut........- 
Delaware@.....-..6555 
PLOP IEDs oo ecccsccces 


California. 


r 
s 


Kansas... 
ET CCT 


Hashingten... 

West Virginia... 
Wiscensin....... 
Myoming......... 


Seuth Daketa.. 
Virginia........ 


Nerth Carelina 
Werth Daketa.. 
Seuth Carelina 


New Hampshire 
Pennayivania 


Minnesota... 
Mississipp:.. 


Massachusetts... 
Michigan.......- 


Kentucky 
Maryland.... 


Or 


ranges are shown at the 90-percemt coniidence ievei 


2 The scurce of this data is the Employmem Security Agency of 


/ Error 
Puerto Rico 
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Unemployment Rates by State 
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Week Of February 27, 1989 


- NOMINATIONS SOUGHT BY MARCH 31 
FOR LABOR HALL OF FAME 


WASHINGTON -- Secretary of Labor Elizabeth Dole and former Labor 
Secretary W. J. Usery Jr. have invited nominations for this year’s inductees 


to the Labor Hall of Fame. Interested groups or individuals must submit 
nominations by March 31. 


The Labor Hall of Fame was created to honor posthumously men and women 
who made important contributions to the welfare of American workers. The Hall 


is funded by the Friends of the Department of Labor, a private, non-partisan 
group chaired by Usery. 


"I am proud to ve associated with the Labor Hall of Fame and pieased to 
join Bill Usery in inviting new nominations," said Dole. "The Hall tells the 
stories of people who made a difference for American workers. It shows the 
major role labor has played in America’s greatness. These lessons deserve 
more emphasis. especially in our nation’s schools." 


"Nominees may have had outstanding careers in labor, management, 
academia, or government," said Usery. "The primary requirement is that the 


nominee’s accomplishments reflect the Congressional mandate of the Labor 
Department. 


"That mandate is ‘to foster, promote and develop the welfare of the wage 
earners of the United States, to improve their working conc ‘ons and to 
advance their opportunities for profitable employment. ’” 


Usery noted. that nominees must have been deceased for at least five 
years. 


The Hall’s selection panel will be chaired by Monsignor George G. 


Higgins and will include distinguished leaders from organized labor, industry, 
academia and government. 


___ Nominations should be received by March 31 by Monsignor George G. 
Higgins, Friends of the Department of Labor, Box 2258, Washington, D.C. 


20013. This year’s honorees will be inducted into the Labor Hall of Fame on 
Labor Day. 


The four charter members, formally inducted at the Hall’s public opening 
on Jan. 11, are: labor leader Samuel Gompers, industrialist Cyrus S. Ching, 
educator John. R. Commons, and former Secretary of Labor Frances Perkins. 


| The Labor Hall of Fame exhibit, open to the public weekdays, is located 
in the north lobby of the Frances Perkins Labor Department Building, Third 
Street and Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 


# # # 





WEEK OF FEBRUARY 27, 1989 


FILLERS FROM THE U.S. LABOR DEPARTMENT 


The number of families with at least one employed member was 
52.6 million in the fourth quarter of 1988, the U.S. Department 
of Labor reported. The figure represented an increase of more 
than 300,000 in the same quarter a year earlier. 


# # # 


In the fourth quarter of 1988, median earnings of black 
married-couples were 82 percent of the median for white married 
couples. The median for Hispanic married couples was 71 percent 
of that for whites, the U.S. Department of Labor reported. 


# # # 


The numer of married-couple families in which both the 
husband and wife were employed rose by 600,000 over the year to a 
total of 25.4 million, one-half of all married-couple families. 
This data was reported by the U.S. Department of Labor for the 
fourth quarter of 1988. 











